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The Black Sea ports of Odessa, Nikolayev and Kherson became centres
of Russian trade with Western Europe and the countries of the
East.

The second half of the 18th century witnessed a further increase
in the Ukraine's colonial dependence on Russia3 attended at the same
time by a development of economic and cultural ties between the two
countries.

Western Ukraine, which had been relinquished to Austria under
the partition of Hzecz Pospolita, received the name of Galicia. The
Austrian government strove to Germanize the population of Galicia
for which purpose a German university was opened in Lwow at the end
of the 18th century. Under Austrian rule Galicia remained an agrarian,
economically backward country, with the land practically monopolized
by the Polish landlords. The Polish gentry strove to preserve serfdom,
and as a result peasant uprisings were frequent in Galicia.

29. TRANSCAUCASIA IN THE FIRST QUARTER OF THE 19TH CENTURY

Eastern Georgia Under Russia. In the 18th century Trans*
caucasia was split up into a number of small feudal states. Eastern
Georgia was subject chiefly to Persia, while Western Georgia was under
the domination of Turkey. .Sanguinary wars between Persia and
Turkey led to the even greater dismemberment of Caucasian and
Transcaucasian territory.

In the 18th century the peasants of Georgia suffered from frequent
attacks by foreign enemies as well as from feudal internecine strife
and feudal exploitation. The interminable conflicts between the Geor-
gian feudal lords contributed to the debasement and ruin of the coun-
try. The Turkish conquerors forcibly converted thousands of Georgi-
ans to Mohammedanism. Every year thousands of inhabitants of Trans-
caucasia were sold into slavery by the Turks and the Persians. Espe-
cially did the slave trade flourish in Circassia. Both Turkey and Persia
plundered and devastated the lands they had seized in Transcaucasia.

The wars waged in the second quarter of the 18th century by Shah
Nadir of Persia against the Turks and Daghestanians for possession of
Transcaucasia and Daghestan bled the country white. The "extraordi-
nary tax95 levied on the population of Georgia by Shah Nadir in connec-
tion with his Indian campaign led to a number of peasant uprisings
which were brutally suppressed. Only after the death of the Persian
conqueror did Georgia begin to revive.

An Eastern Georgian kingdom independent of both Persia and
Turkey was founded under King Heraclius II.

Heraclius II was an indefatigable ruler and a brave warrior. In
his determination to create a strong Georgian state, he waged effective
war both against the-feudal lords and the raiding Daghestan tribes.